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INFO 



LOG- 00 
DS-00 
10-00 
PM-00 



AF-00 
EAP-00 
MMP-00 
PRS-00 



USIE-00 SA-00 



AIT-03 
EUR- 00 
M-00 
P-00 
ASDS-00 



CA-01 

UTED-00 

NEA-00 

SP-00 

PMB-00 



CIAE-00 

CSEP-00 

NSAE-00 

SSO-OO 

DSCC-00 



DODE-00 
TEDE-00 
PA- 00 
SS-00 
SAS-00 



WHA-00 
INR-00 
PER- 00 
TEST-00 
/007R 
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SOURCE: DISKETTE. 024649 

DRAFTED BY: CA/ OCS/ACS/WHA :RTAHALDANE : RAH -- 12/20/02 6-4996 

APPROVED BY: CA : DANDRUCH 

CA/0CS:MTB0ND CA/OCS/ACS :EAKIRINCICH 

WHA/AND : BRNARAN JO DS/DSS/ITA: LDANIELE M:EER00NEY 

P:MHAMMER D : EMARTINEZ , CA/P:SEPATT 

PA: LLCASSEL HR/RMA/CSEP : APONCE (INFO) S/ES-0:UZEYA 

1B2BD6 210059Z /45 

O 210048Z DEC 02 
FM SEC STATE WASHDC 

TO ALL DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR POSTS IMMEDIATE 

SPECIAL EMBASSY PROGRAM IMMEDIATE 

DIR FSINFATC WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7237 

TREASURY DEPT WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5227 

CDC ATLANTA IMMEDIATE 8656 

ALL USDOC DISTDIR COLLECTIVE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
CDRAMC ALEXANDRIA VA//AMCMI-SS// IMMEDIATE 
HQ USAF WASHDC/ /XOXXI// IMMEDIATE 
HQ AFOSI XOQ ANDREWS AFB MD//IVOA// IMMEDIATE 
FAA WASHDC/ /ACS-400// IMMEDIATE 
COMNAVAIRSYSCOM WASHDC/ /AIR1031B// IMMEDIATE 
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NRC WASH DC//INFOSEC// IMMEDIATE 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL//CCJ2-JIT// IMMEDIATE 

CIMS NTDB WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

COGARD INTELCOORDCEN WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI IMMEDIATE 

USCINCSO MIAMI FL IMMEDIATE 

AFOSI DET 518 OL-A CHIEVRES BE IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY DUSHANBE IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY KABUL IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
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E.O. 12958: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, ASEC, OTRA, VZ 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL WARNING - VENEZUELA 

THIS TRAVEL WARNING IS BEING ISSUED TO ALERT U.S. CITIZENS 
TO SEVERE SHORTAGES OF GOODS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING ACUTE 
FUEL SHORTAGES, AND THE CONTINUING DETERIORATION OF THE 
POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION IN VENEZUELA. THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS ORDERED THE DEPARTURE OF NON- 
EMERGENCY PERSONNEL AND ALL ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS OF THE 
U.S. EMBASSY IN VENEZUELA. U.S. CITIZENS ARE WARNED TO 
DEFER ALL TRAVEL TO VENEZUELA AT THIS TIME AND THOSE 
ALREADY IN VENEZUELA ARE URGED TO DEPART. THIS REPLACES 
THE TRAVEL WARNING OF DECEMBER 10, 2002. 

ON DECEMBER 20, 2002, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE ORDERED THE 
DEPARTURE OF ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS AND NON-EMERGENCY 
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PERSONNEL OF THE U.S. EMBASSY IN VENEZUELA DUE TO THE 
SEVERE SHORTAGES OF FUEL AND FOOD SUPPLIES AND THE 
DETERIORATING POLITICAL AND SECURITY SITUATION. OPPONENTS 
OF PRESIDENT CHAVEZ BEGAN A GENERAL STRIKE ON DECEMBER 2. 
RESULTING CONFLICTS HAVE LED TO SOME DEATHS AND INJURIES, 
AND THERE IS A POTENTIAL FOR FURTHER VIOLENCE. STRIKERS 
IN THE OIL SECTOR HAVE NOT HEEDED A VENEZUELAN COURT 
RULING THAT THEIR STRIKE IS ILLEGAL AND MUST END. 

THE STRIKE HAS CRIPPLED THE OPERATIONS OF PDVSA, THE 
VENEZUELAN STATE OIL COMPANY, AND CAUSED SHORTAGES AND 
OUTAGES OF GASOLINE AND OTHER FUELS. DELIVERY OF KEY 
GOODS AND SERVICES HAVE BEEN DRAMATICALLY AFFECTED BOTH BY 
THE STRIKE AND RELATED TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES. FUEL 
AND BASIC FOOD SUPPLIES ARE CRITICALLY LOW, AND GROUND 
TRANSPORTATION THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IS OPERATING ON A 
VERY LIMITED BASIS. LOCAL AIRLINE SERVICES HAVE BEEN 
SUSPENDED, AND INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS HAVE BEEN SCALED 
BACK. 

U.S. CONSULAR PERSONNEL REMAIN AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION AND SERVICES TO AMERICAN CITIZENS 
AND WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO ANY AMERICANS WHO NEED HELP 
DEPARTING THE COUNTRY. IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY OR FOR 
THE LATEST SECURITY INFORMATION, THE U.S. EMBASSY CAN BE 
REACHED AT 58-212-975-6411. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE THE LATEST CONSULAR 
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INFORMATION SHEET FOR VENEZUELA AND THE LATEST WORLDWIDE 
CAUTION THAT ARE AVAILABLE ON THE BUREAU OF CONSULAR 
AFFAIRS INTERNET HOME PAGE AT HTTP: //TRAVEL . STATE .GOV. 
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MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 
POWELL 
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